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Carnwath (Stage 1)  

Local Community Led Plan 



Carnwath prepared this Community Action Plan with the assistance of ALVO (Association of 
Local Voluntary Organisations). 
 

The plan summarises community views about: 
 

¶ Carnwath now 
¶ The issues that matter most to local people 
¶ Vjg eqoowpkv{őu xkukqp hqt vjg hwvwtg 
¶ Priorities for action. 
 

The plan outlines clearly the type of place 
Carnwath residents would like to live in - and 
what needs to be done to achieve this.  It will 
dg wugf vq jkijnkijv vjg eqoowpkv{őu pggfu 
and aspirations in discussion with public 
agencies and other partners, and as 
evidence of community support for priority 
projects. 

   
Carnwath Action PlanCarnwath Action PlanCarnwath Action Plan   

Carnwath is one of 4 Communities which has been selected to take part in the 
preparation of a Community Led Plan for the future of their town/village.  It is a new and 
exciting way for communities to become more involved in the Community Planning Process 
and to heighten awareness of the partners and processes involved in Community Planning.  
 

It is one of 15 pilot demonstration projects across Scotland, each of which is testing new ways 
of involving local people in Community Planning -  a  process through which local authorities 
and the main public sector agencies work together to establish a bottom-up approach to plan, 
prioritise, and deliver better public services with the involvement and assistance of local 
communities. 
This Local Community Action Plan is a result of an initiative by Communities Scotland, and is 
also supported by South Lanarkshire Rural Partnership Leader+. 
 

The project presents an opportunity for local residents to: 
 

¶ become involved and contribute to the preparation of a community focused local plan 
¶ better understand, participate in, and influence the Statutory Community Planning process 
¶ make known their priorities for the town 

¶¶  support Carnwath to organise and take forward some local initiatives by itself.  
 

The Plan itself is a tool through which the community of Carnwath can enter into dialogue with 
providers of services, and examine how improvements might be made.  Moreover, it identifies 
a range of actions which the community itself can undertake through co-ordinated voluntary 
action. 
 

At the heart of this process is an understanding that - in the light of public sector finances 
becoming ever more tightly focused - the community which will flourish will have a clear and 
tgcnkuvke kfgc qh kvőu hwvwtg. c eqookvogpv vq jgnrkpi kvugnh. cpf c urktkv qh nqecn tgurqpukdknkv{0  
 

œ Cv vjku uvcig. kv ku korqtvcpv vq tgeqipkug vjcv vjku Rncp ku qpn{ vjg hktuv rctv qh c f{pcoke 
process. The Plan itself is at Stage 1, whereby the Community Planning Partners, the South 
Lanarkshire Rural Partnership and Leader+ Programme will now become actively engaged in a 
consultation process that will inform its implementation as part of a collaborative approach to 
kpvgitcvgf twtcn fgxgnqrogpvŔ0 
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œXkukqpkpi Fc{Ŕ 
Carnwath Primary 
4th March 2006 



 

 
This plan was prepared following extensive collaboration with the community, which 
included: 
 

¶ A community survey delivered to every household in the area 
¶ C ugrctcvg ejknftgpőu uwtxg{ kuuwgf vq gxgt{ rtkoct{ uejqqn ejknf kp vjg ctgc 
¶ A series of six focus groups/workshops to capture the views and priorities of the 
       qxgt 72őu. yqogp. ejknftgp. {qwvj. vjqug qwv qh yqtm. cpf nqecn dwukpguugu 
¶ C eqoowpkv{ œXkukqpkpi GxgpvŔ vq Őtgcnkv{-rtqqhő vjg hkpfkpiu htqo vjg uwtxg{u cpf 
       the focus groups and to finalise the priorities for inclusion in this Action Plan. 

 
  

¶ An opportunity to participate and feed into a community focused Local Action 
       Plan prepared by local residents 
¶ An opportunity to understand, participate in, and influence Statutory Community 
       Planning  
¶ An opportunity to highlight the priorities for Carnwath 
¶ An opportunity to define what can be actioned by the community and what 
       needs to be developed in partnership with other organisations 
¶ An opportunity to organise and progress some local initiatives by the community 
       itself. 
¶ A Local Authority Scheme 

¶ A wish list of things that should but may never happen 
¶ A promise of substantial additional funding coming into the area 
¶ A temporary unsupported project with no future. 
 

The plan was facilitated by a member of the community, Anne Knox, and was supported 
and delivered with the assistance of ALVO. 
 

 

313 or 39.1% of 800 

households completed the 106  

question survey.  

76 people attended the Focus 

Groups and Visioning Event.  

93 childrenõs surveys were 

returned.   
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MethodologyMethodologyMethodology   

The Local Community Led Plan isé...The Local Community Led Plan isé...The Local Community Led Plan isé... 

The Local Community Led Plan is noté...The Local Community Led Plan is noté...The Local Community Led Plan is noté...   

At every stage of the process it was emphasised that: At every stage of the process it was emphasised that: At every stage of the process it was emphasised that:    

œEctpycvj kp DnqqoŔ <  Icnc Fc{ Lwpg 4227 



Many views, facts and figures were gathered about our community now, some of which are 
included in this Plan.   Additional materials will be included in a follow-up statistical document 
which will be available on www.theGuidlife.net. 
Uwooctkugf dgnqy ctg uqog qh vjg mg{ hkpfkpiu htqo vjg eqoowpkv{ uwtxg{ cpf ejknftgpőu 
survey. 
 

 

  Rural Setting     Central position 
  The people      Kvőu swkgv cpf htkgpfn{ 
  The good schools and nursery  The small community 

 
œNkxkpi kp cp ctgc uwttqwpfgf d{ hkgnfu cpf vtgguŔ 

 œQp vjg yjqng kv ku c swkgv htkgpfn{ rnceg vq nkxg0 Xknncigtu ctg htkgpfn{0 Kvő ku c itgcv rnceg vq 
dtkpi wr c hcokn{Ŕ 

œNqecvkqp enqug vq oclqt ekvkgu cpf vqypu dwv uvknn tgvckpu eqwpvt{ hggnŔ 
œUjqtv ycnm cpf {qw ctg qwv kp vjg eqwpvt{Ŕ 

œIqqf uejqqn0 Iqqf eqoowpkv{Ŕ 
 

 The disused buildings on the Main Street Lack of amenities 
 The poor roads and pavements   The amount of loitering   
 The poor public transport    Poor parking facilities  

       
œVjg vgttkdng uvcvg cpf g{guqtg qh vjg qnf uejqqn cpf ictcig qp eqpugtxcvkqp Ockp Uvtggv œ 

œVjg cvtqekqwu uvcvg qh vjg uwttqwpfkpi tqcfuŔ 
œWptgnkcdng dwu ugtxkegŔ    

œK ecp ugg vjg vtckp htqo o{ rtqrgtv{ dwv vjgtg ku c vygpv{ okpwvg ftkxg vq igv vq kv0Ŕ 
œCpvk-uqekcn dgjcxkqwt. rctvkewnctn{ qp yggmgpf gxgpkpiuŔ 

œVqq owej vtchhke rctvkewnctn{ jgcx{ vtchhkeŔ 
    œRctmkpi rqqt gurgekcnn{ ceeguu vq Fqevqtőu uwtigt{Ŕ  

œXkukqpkpi Fc{Ŕ Itqwr Fkuewuukqpu 
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Our Community NowOur Community NowOur Community Now   
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What we likeé.What we likeé.What we likeé.   

What we donôt likeé.What we donôt likeé.What we donôt likeé. 

  



Carnwath has a growing population with 1447 residents in 2001 as compared to 1353 in 1991. 26% of the 
population are single which is slightly less than the 28% of South Lanarkshire as a whole.  When you 
compare the under 16 age group with South Lanarkshire, Carnwath has 22% and South Lanarkshire only 
19.73%  18.45% of the population are of pensionable age and over. 

56% of housing in the area is privately owned, 33% local authority rented, and the remainder made up of 
Registered Social Landlords and others.   At present local property is more affordable than in some other 
areas of South Lanarkshire, but Carnwath is seeing an influx of people from Edinburgh and surrounds 
which is beginning to increase property prices.   

Unemployment in 2001 at 4.55% was higher than the South Lanarkshire and Scottish averages 0f 3.80% and 
3.97%.  Carstairs State Hospital, the Railway, BHC Steel Fabricators, and Taylor and Morrison Haulage 
contractors provide employment for a number of local people.  The town has a hotel, three pubs, three 
garages, a bank, a post office, a chemist, an agricultural supplier, four shops and a hairdresser, all of which 
also provide employment, although on a smaller scale.  A small number of residents have taken the 
opportunity to start businesses from their own home. 

Carnwath is equidistant from other South Lanarkshire villages such as Lanark, Biggar, Carluke and Forth,  
and is a town steeped in history.  Approaching from Lanark you will see the Motte on the Golf course, a 
castle mound and defensive structure, built around the 12th century by the Sommerville family, and which 
gave Carnwath its name (The Cairn in the woods).  The same Sommerville family were responsible for the 
dwknfkpi qh Uv Oct{őu Ckung. kp 3646. yjkej ku cvvcejgf vq vjg rtgugpv fc{ Rctkuj Ejwtej0  Vjg ejwtej{ctf 
contains the tombstone of a Medieval knight and a memorial to some of the martyrs of the Covenanting 
times.  In the centre of the town, near the town hall, is the market cross, a relic of coaching days with its 
column marked in miles from Edinburgh to Ayr and from Peebles to Glasgow. Carnwath is equidistant from 
the East and West coasts of Scotland, being 25 miles South West of Edinburgh and 27 miles East South 
East of Glasgow and has a direct link to Edinburgh city centre by way of the A70.  This is seen by local 
residents to be a locational advantage which has yet to be exploited.  
The Wee Bush Inn in Carnwath was noted by Robert Burns on his journeys from Ayr to Edinburgh. 
Formerly it had a thatched roof which used to be a common feature of buildings of this type in Clydesdale. 
The history of Carnwath is not complete without mentioning the Red Hose Race which is the oldest foot 
race in Britain and perhaps even Europe, apart from the Olympics, which is due to celebrate its 500th 
anniversary in 2008.  Each year the local laird has to present a pair of red stockings to the winner of the 
race or forfeit his lands!  At the beginning of the 20th century the main sources of employment in the area 
were farm work and weaving, with the remaining opportunities being joinery, labouring, working as a 
dncemuokvj. qt swctt{kpi0  Kp vjg 3;42őu vjg Uvcvg Jqurkvcn hqt vjg etkokpcnn{ kpucpg ycu dwknv0  Vjku dgecog 
a major employer in the area with most of the staff living in the West End of Carnwath.  This is no longer 
the case. 
Carnwath is surrounded by peaceful open countryside and fine views which are among the main things 
that townsfolk like about the area.  Walking is a popular activity, especially along the River Medwyn, which 
is also used  for fishing, sunbathing, picnicking, or, for the braver few, a 
quick dip on a hot sunny day.   
Carnwath was once a thriving town with people travelling from all over, 
especially Edinburgh, by train to Carnwath Station and enjoying the local 
shops such as drapers, bakers, blacksmiths and shoe shops. The town is 
now beginning to look run down and tired, with the main approach from 
Edinburgh marred by the condition of the boarded up old school and 
adjacent disused garage and shop - which is viewed locally as a complete 
eyesore, giving a very bad initial impression of the town. The roads and 
pavements are in need of repair and many streets require upgraded street 
nkijvkpi0   Jqygxgt. vjg vqypőu qxgtcnn crrgctcpeg ku dgikppkpi vq ejcpig 
thanks to the efforts of local people. 

   

Community ProfileCommunity ProfileCommunity Profile   
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 HousingHousingHousing   

EmploymentEmploymentEmployment   

Environment & HeritageEnvironment & HeritageEnvironment & Heritage   
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Carnwath Motte 



The community identified numerous issues needing to be tackled in the town. These were 
separated into issues within their own control as a community and those outwith their control 
but within their influence.  Each set of issues were then prioritised according to the overall 
views expressed in the surveys, the focus groups, and at the visioning day.   A group of 13 
people have already come forward to pursue the issues in this plan, and to encourage the 
townspeople to become involved in those projects which the community can initiate for 
ourselves, and also to generate strong communication links with the necessary agencies 
dealing with those aspects of the plan outwith our control, requesting their assistance and 
cooperation.  

 A
c
-

In Our Control In Our Control In Our Control ---   High PriorityHigh PriorityHigh Priority   
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Priority 1 Priority 1 Priority 1    Community NewsletterCommunity NewsletterCommunity Newsletter   
Over 63% of residents feel that the current provision of information is inadequate, and  
support the creation of a community newsletter.  This was seen as the most appropriate 
vehicle, and would lead to a dramatic improvement in accessible information for local people .   
 
ACTIONS:   É Establish a community newsletter. 
         É Further develop the Carnwath website on theGuidlife 
 

Priority 2 Priority 2 Priority 2    Youth and Childrenôs Activities ExtendedYouth and Childrenôs Activities ExtendedYouth and Childrenôs Activities Extended   
52% of local people consulted said that better facilities for children and youth would most 
kortqxg vjg swcnkv{ qh nkhg kp vjg ctgc0  Vjku ycu tgkphqtegf d{ vjg Ejknftgpőu uwtxg{ cpf vjqug 
participating in the Visioning Event.    
 
ACTION:   É  Support the provision of additional resources for youth  and   

  ejknftgpőu ugtxkegu ykvjkp vjg xknncig0 
 

Other suggestions to achieve this were:- 
 

¶ Support training for 16-25 years olds e.g. How to become an active Citizen. 
¶ Explore the potential for before and after school clubs and uniformed groups 

especially for primary 5 and below 

Priority 3 Priority 3 Priority 3    Womenôs GroupWomenôs GroupWomenôs Group   
Establish a group within Carnwath to provide a focus for women.  This would be particularly 
useful for women who have recently moved into the town - to help them develop social 
contacts and a support network to help them settle into the town and not to feel isolated. 
 
ACTIONS:  É Guvcdnkuj c  pgy yqogpőu  
   group. 

 É Facilitate the establishment of 
  the group including   
  constitution and funding. 
 

Other suggestions: 
 

¶   Provide information on  the aims and   
 qdlgevkxgu qh gzkuvkpi yqogpőu 
 groups. 
 
 

 

   

Time for ActionTime for ActionTime for Action   

 


